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The UAE has treaties with several countries for judicial co-

operation and the mutual recognition and enforcement of 

judgments. These include Tunisia, the GCC countries, Algeria, 

France, Jordan, Egypt, Syria, Armenia, China, Sudan and Pakistan. 

On 25 October 1999, the UAE entered into such a treaty with the 

Republic of India, via the Agreement on Juridical and Judicial 

Cooperation in Civil and Commercial Matters for the Service of 

Summons, Judicial Documents, Judicial Commissions, Execution of 

Judgments and Arbitral Awards. Notwithstanding this treaty, 

parties had experienced difficulty in enforcing a UAE judgment in 

India due to the Central Government of India not issuing a 

notification pursuant to Section 44A of the Code of Civil Procedure 

of India (CPC). Section 44A (Execution of decrees passed by Courts 

in reciprocating territory) requires the Central Government of India 

to issue a notification in the Official Gazette declaring the UAE as a 

reciprocating territory.  

According to a secondary source, a district court in one of the 

States in India recently dismissed a petition for the enforcement of 

a Dubai judgment on the grounds that the notification required 

under Section 44A of the CPC had not been made. 

To remedy this problem, the Indian Ministry of Law and Justice, 

issued a notification in the Gazette of India on 17 January 2020 

declaring the UAE to be a reciprocating territory for the purposes 

of Section 44A of the CPC. Following this notification, a judgment 

passed by a UAE court will be viewed as a judgment from a 

reciprocating territory, and will remove an obstacle in enforcing 

UAE judgments in India. ■ 
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Afridi & Angell 

Founded in 1975, Afridi & Angell is a full-service UAE law firm in its fifth decade at the forefront of the legal 
community. From the beginning, our hallmarks have been a commitment to quality, unsurpassed knowledge of the 
law and the legal environment, and crafting of innovative business solutions. Licensed in the three largest Emirates 
of Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah as well as the Dubai International Financial Centre, our practice areas include 
banking and finance; corporate and commercial law; arbitration and litigation; construction; real estate; 
infrastructure projects; energy; project finance; maritime (wet and dry); and employment. We advise local, regional 
and global clients ranging in size and sophistication from start-ups, sole proprietorships, family-owned businesses, 
entrepreneurs and investors to some of the world’s largest public and private companies, governments and quasi-
government institutions. We attract and retain clients with our dedication to practical guidance focused on their 
business needs supported by decades of experience here in our home jurisdiction, the UAE.  

Afridi & Angell is the exclusive member firm in the UAE of top legal networks and associations, most notably Lex 
Mundi, the world’s leading network of independent law firms, and World Services Group. 
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