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Below is a summary of key new measures and initiatives that have 

been implemented and announced by various UAE authorities since 

6 April 2020 and the time of this inBrief, 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 

8 April 2020. 

Commercial and Government Activities 

Dubai extends closure of commercial activities 

On Tuesday, 7 April 2020, the Department of Economic 

Development (DED) announced in a statement on Twitter that 

Dubai has extended the closure of commercial activities until 18 

April 2020 in line with the National Disinfection Programme and 

Stay Home initiatives to curb the spread of the Coronavirus 

(COVID-19). During this period, vital and exempted support sectors 

will continue to operate as described in our previous inBriefs.  

The DED announces the extension of Circular on closure of 

Government Transactions Centres  

The DED announced today in a statement on Twitter that the 

Circular issued on 25 March 2020 on the closure of Government 

Transactions Centres is extended until 18 April 2020 in line with 

the National Disinfection Programme and Stay Home initiatives. 

During this time, government services will continue to be 

accessible through Smart channels. 

Free Zones 

Dubai Financial Services Authority (DFSA) announces relief 

measures 

On Tuesday, 7 April 2020, the DFSA announced a number of relief 

measures to support their clients during this time of stress and 

uncertainty. These measures are aimed at both new firms setting 

up in the DIFC as well as existing authorised firms.  
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Regulatory relief measures for new firms setting up in the DIFC include: 

• More time to complete the application and authorisation processes  

• A 50 per cent reduction in application fees for the remainder of 2020 and flexibility in requirements 

for permanent premises 

• A waiver of registration fees for domestic funds for the remainder of 2020   

Regulatory relief measures for existing authorised firms include: 

• An extension of time for filing a number of returns and reports  

• Additional time, where reasonable, for submitting annual accounts and financial statement auditors 

report (with the exception of reporting entities) 

• Flexibility in meeting authorised individual obligations  

• A waiver of fees for applications relating to authorised individuals  

• Temporary relief from capital requirements  

• A waiver of fees for applications for waivers and modifications and all automated late return fees for 

the remainder of 2020  

• A waiver of the listing fees for new SME issuers in the DIFC for the remainder of 2020 

Click here to access a copy of this announcement on the DFSA website.  

Health and Safety 

Guidelines for construction workers and transportation permit  

On Tuesday, 7 April 2020, the Dubai Municipality has issued a guidance document covering the precautionary 

measures to be followed in residences, buses and construction sites, as well as a document including a permit 

to transport construction workers in Dubai. The guidelines which were drafted by the Health & Safety 

Department and Building Control Department and include such measures as increased frequency of 

disinfection and cleaning, limited gatherings, and social and physical distancing of two  metres, have been 

structured to assist the owners or operators of labour accommodations to take preventive steps and counter 

the spread of the COVID-19 outbreak.  

* * * * 

Please visit our COVID-19 Resource Centre for copies of all of our COVID-19 inBriefs and Legal Alerts. ■ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://dfsa.ae/en/MediaRelease/News/DFSA-Provides-Relief-Measures-for-DIFC-Firms?newsid=321
http://afridi-angell.com/knowledge/COVID-19-Resource-Centre
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Afridi & Angell 

Founded in 1975, Afridi & Angell is a full-service UAE law firm in its fifth decade at the forefront of the legal 
community. From the beginning, our hallmarks have been a commitment to quality, unsurpassed knowledge of the 
law and the legal environment, and crafting of innovative business solutions. Licensed in the three largest Emirates of 
Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah as well as the Dubai International Financial Centre, our practice areas include banking 
and finance; corporate and commercial law; arbitration and litigation; construction; real estate; infrastructure 
projects; energy; project finance; maritime (wet and dry); and employment. We advise local, regional and global 
clients ranging in size and sophistication from start-ups, sole proprietorships, family-owned businesses, entrepreneurs 
and investors to some of the world’s largest public and private companies, governments and quasi-government 
institutions. We attract and retain clients with our dedication to practical guidance focused on their business needs 
supported by decades of experience here in our home jurisdiction, the UAE.  

Afridi & Angell is the exclusive member firm in the UAE of top legal networks and associations, most notably Lex 
Mundi, the world’s leading network of independent law firms, and World Services Group. 

www.afridi-angell.com 

 


