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Repeal of UAE Boycott of Israel Law 
By Bashir Ahmed and Zaid Mahomed | 31 August 2020 

Following the announcement of the Abraham Accord with Israel, 

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan issued 

Federal Decree Law 4 of 2020, repealing Federal Law 15 of 1972 

(the Boycott Law). 

Brief overview of the Boycott Law 

Pursuant to the Boycott Law, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) joined 

the Arab League boycott of Israel (the Boycott).  

Under the Boycott Law, the following activities were prohibited: 

• entering into any agreements, directly or indirectly, with 

individuals or bodies corporate in Israel or those having 

Israeli nationality; and 

• trading of any nature of goods produced in Israel, wholly or 

partially, or manufactured using any Israeli material.  

The UAE Boycott Law applied to all companies incorporated or 

operating in the UAE (including companies in the free zones of the 

UAE). 

The UAE Boycott Law implemented a primary, secondary and 

tertiary boycott of Israel. The terms “primary,” “secondary” and 

“tertiary” were not used in the UAE Boycott Law. However, the 

primary boycott was generally viewed as a boycott by the UAE 

against Israeli products, services, nationals and companies and on 

direct trade with Israel. The secondary boycott was generally 

viewed as a boycott against parties that do business with Israel 

(who are placed on a blacklist), and the tertiary boycott was 

generally viewed as a boycott of parties that do business with 

blacklisted parties. 

The policy of the UAE with regard to the Boycott was formally 

amended pursuant to Cabinet Resolution 462/17M of 1995 dated 

20 November 1995 (the Resolution). Through the Resolution, the 

UAE Federal Cabinet declared that the UAE would no longer 

enforce the secondary and tertiary aspects of the Boycott. 
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Repeal of the Boycott Law 

The repeal of the Boycott law will allow individuals and companies in the UAE to enter into agreements with 

parties in Israel, to transact business and to import and trade in Israeli goods and products. ■ 

 

 

Afridi & Angell 

Founded in 1975, Afridi & Angell is a full-service UAE law firm in its fifth decade at the forefront of the legal 
community. From the beginning, our hallmarks have been a commitment to quality, unsurpassed knowledge of the 
law and the legal environment, and crafting of innovative business solutions. Licensed in the three largest Emirates 
of Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah as well as the Dubai International Financial Centre, our practice areas include 
banking and finance; corporate and commercial law; arbitration and litigation; construction; real estate; 
infrastructure projects; energy; project finance; maritime (wet and dry); and employment. We advise local, regional 
and global clients ranging in size and sophistication from start-ups, sole proprietorships, family-owned businesses, 
entrepreneurs and investors to some of the world’s largest public and private companies, governments and quasi-
government institutions. We attract and retain clients with our dedication to practical guidance focused on their 
business needs supported by decades of experience here in our home jurisdiction, the UAE.  

Afridi & Angell is the exclusive member firm in the UAE of top legal networks and associations, most notably Lex 
Mundi, the world’s leading network of independent law firms, and World Services Group. 
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