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Acquisition of UAE Nationality 
By Charles Laubach and Dimple Soni | 1 February 2021 

The Government of the UAE made another milestone 

announcement on 30 January 2021, announcing a procedure for 

the granting of citizenship to foreign nationals in a bid to retain 

talent in critical sectors and to expand and diversify the economy. 

Nationality and citizenship in the UAE are governed by Federal Law 

No. 17 of 1972 Concerning Nationality and Passports, as amended 

by Federal Law No. 10 of 1975 and Federal Decree-Law No. 16 of 

2017 (the Nationality Law), pursuant to which UAE nationality may 

be obtained by law, citizenship or naturalisation. 

The recent announcement, as reported, would amend the 

Nationality Law to make the following categories of individuals 

eligible for UAE nationality by naturalisation: 

• Leading artists and intellectuals; 

• Authors; 

• Doctors and specialists in unique scientific fields with 

significant contributions and experience of at least 10 

years; 

• Engineers; 

• Investors who own property in the UAE; 

• Inventors who have been granted at least one patent 

approved by the UAE Ministry of Economy; 

• Scientists with at least 10 years of experience who are 

active researchers and have made substantial progress in 

science as recognised by prestigious scientific awards or 

funding; and  

• Members of the immediate family (i.e., spouse and children) 

of a person who is naturalised under one of the foregoing 

provisions. 

The process of naturalisation would begin with a nomination by 

the Federal Cabinet or by the Ruler’s Office or Executive Council in 

an Emirate. Letters of recommendation are also required for 

nominations in most categories. The detailed criteria for each 

category have yet to be announced.   Reports indicate that a person  
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who acquires nationality under the new rules will not be required to renounce his or her earlier citizenship, 

but instead may remain a dual national; this is a departure from the previous rules for acquiring nationality 

under the Nationality Law. 

This is the latest in a series of recent measures that aim to attract and retain talent. Others include the 

introduction of the “golden visa,” the “retirement visa,” and the “remote working visa.” Another new visa 

category is the “student family visa,” whereby a foreign student in the UAE may obtain a residence visa while 

also sponsoring residence visas for family members. ■ 
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law and the legal environment, and crafting of innovative business solutions. Licensed in the three largest Emirates 
of Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah as well as the Dubai International Financial Centre, our practice areas include 
banking and finance; corporate and commercial law; arbitration and litigation; construction; real estate; 
infrastructure projects; energy; project finance; maritime (wet and dry); and employment. We advise local, regional 
and global clients ranging in size and sophistication from start-ups, sole proprietorships, family-owned businesses, 
entrepreneurs and investors to some of the world’s largest public and private companies, governments and quasi-
government institutions. We attract and retain clients with our dedication to practical guidance focused on their 
business needs supported by decades of experience here in our home jurisdiction, the UAE.  

Afridi & Angell is the exclusive member firm in the UAE of top legal networks and associations, most notably Lex 
Mundi, the world’s leading network of independent law firms, and World Services Group. 

www.afridi-angell.com 

 

 


