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New Maritime Law in the UAE 
By Bashir Ahmed, Mevan Bandara and Nazim Hashim | 17 November 2023 

The UAE issued a new Maritime Law this week. The new Maritime 

Law, Federal Decree-Law No 43 of 2023 will come into force six 

months from publication and will repeal the 1981 Maritime Law.  

As expected, the new Maritime Law significantly improves the 

maritime landscape in the UAE, and will no doubt seal the UAE as a 

shipping-hub in the region. 

On the precautionary arrest of a vessel front, the new law requires 

the applicant seeking an arrest of the vessel to provide security to 

cover the expenses of the crew, and to maintain the vessel. The new 

law also appears to have broadened the definition of a “maritime 

debt” to include claims arising out of damage caused by the vessel 

to the environment and coastline, wreckage removal and port fees. 

Arrest of a sister vessel is also permitted, provided that the sister 

vessel was owned by the debtor at the time of submitting the 

application for arrest. This is a departure from the position under 

the 1981 law which permitted the arrest of a sister vessel if the sister 

vessel was owned by the debtor at the time the debt arose.  

The Afridi & Angell maritime team is closely reviewing the new law 

and will continue to provide further updates. ■ 
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Afridi & Angell 

Founded in 1975, Afridi & Angell is a full-service UAE law firm in its fifth decade at the forefront of the legal 

community. From the beginning, our hallmarks have been a commitment to quality, unsurpassed knowledge 

of the law and the legal environment, and crafting of innovative business solutions. Licensed in the three 

largest Emirates of Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah as well as the Dubai International Financial Centre, our 

practice areas include banking and finance; corporate and commercial law; arbitration and litigation; 

construction; real estate; infrastructure projects; energy; project finance; maritime (wet and dry); and 

employment. We advise local, regional and global clients ranging in size and sophistication from start-ups, 

sole proprietorships, family-owned businesses, entrepreneurs and investors to some of the world’s largest 

public and private companies, governments and quasi-government institutions. We attract and retain clients 

with our dedication to practical guidance focused on their business needs supported by decades of 

experience here in our home jurisdiction, the UAE.  

Afridi & Angell is the exclusive member firm in the UAE of top legal networks and associations, most notably 

Lex Mundi, the world’s leading network of independent law firms, and World Services Group. 
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